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AMERICAN HARDWOODS

Maturity is reached in 40-50 years. According to
the USDA Forest Service, there were 131% more
hardwood trees in 2017 than in 1953, and the
growth-to-removals ratio is 2.3 (Forest Resources
of the United States, 2017).

Energy usage during manufacturing is limited to
running a saw blade.

No emissions for methane, nitrogen oxides, and
other particulate matter, and minimal emissions
for carbon dioxide (Bergman and Bowe, 2008).

Virtually every part of a log is used as lumber or
by-products (including bark, sawdust, and scrap);
finished products can be repurposed or used as a
combustible fuel.

Standards, established and managed by U.S.
associations, regulate the quality of American
hardwood products.

American hardwood trees in healthy forests
sequester CO, from the atmosphere—storing
the carbon and releasing oxygen. And through
harvesting, manufacturing, and transporting,
hardwood remains a carbon-negative material.

American hardwoods can be regionally sourced
and shipped.

American hardwoods come in a variety of
species and lumber grades, offering various
color, pattern, and character marks to satisfy
any design scheme.

A solid American hardwood floor can last 125
years or longer with several refinishings.

Finished American hardwood products can be
repurposed or used as a combustible fuel. Even in
a landfill, hardwoods will revert back to nature.




Hardwood Growth Vs. Removal in the U.S.
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g 5 and removals provides an estimate
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2 of timber sustainability. The growth-
o 6 to-removals ratio (G:R = net growth/
S growing-stock removals) quantifies
z 4 this balance. The G:R for hardwoods

in 2016 was 2.3.
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Hardwood Forest Volume in the U.S.
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[1 Where Hardwoods Grow

Of all U.S. hardwood timber volume,
90% is concentrated in the eastern
part of the country. All hardwood
forests in the continental U.S. are
temperate, not tropical. They are
home to the oaks, maples, cherry,
ash, poplar, and scores of other
broad-leafed deciduous species.

Source: USDA Forest Service, Forest Resources of the United States, 2017



