AMERICAN MAPLE
Re-defines the Merger
HARDWOODS of Living and Work Spaces
Nestled between nineteenthcentury row houses in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania’s historical South Side
neighborhood, is the 2,400-squarefoot, live-in/work-out-of habitat
for Gerard D. Damiani and Debbie
Battistone, of Studio d’ARC
Architects. When they chose this
20-by-70 foot infill lot for their new
home and studio, they wanted to show
how a limited palette of materials
can lead to a more spatial and unique
architectural experience. It worked
and the unique space serves as a
physical case study for clients.

“Using our home as a tool helps
our clients rethink how much space
they really need, and it aids them
in undertanding how we consider
materials and details,” said Damiani.

“We address design through a
variety of angles, such as regional
influences, space and budget
constraints, technology, and
sustainability,” said Damiani, the
project’s designer and construction
manager. “Using our home as a tool
helps our clients rethink how much

space they really need, and it aids
them in understanding how we
consider materials and details.”
Outfitted predominately in soft
maple to warm the exposed concrete
block walls and enhance natural
day lighting, the open floor plan
incorporates kitchen, dining, and
living areas on the first floor, while
the second level features the couple’s
bedroom and an open studio,
separated by a bridge.
“Clients are most impressed with
how the daylight bounces off our
maple floors and walls to form a warm
glow,” said Battistone, who served
as project manager. And for the
homeowner/architect duo, emerging
design trends were instrumental in
the design of the multi-purpose space,
which includes a rooftop terrace with
dramatic views of Pittsburgh’s skyline.

Regional sourcing, along with life cycle assessment played
a pivotal role in the material selection process. “We wanted
to use local, durable materials that would age well and last for
generations, reducing the need for associated maintenance,
replacement, and emissions,” said Damiani. “And we felt it
was important to use materials that have a strong association
with our region. Maple was selected because of its abundance
in Western Pennsylvania.”
The finished product is a maple showcase. Interior window
and door frames, as well as some cabinetry were constructed
from solid maple. Paneling and cabinetry components were
fabricated from maple veneer. And solid maple floors appear
throughout. Mission accomplished!
The second floor features the couple’s studio (above)
and bedroom, separated by a glass bridge (below).

“We do have pets,” said Battistone. “But the stair treads
were finished with a low-VOC, water-based polyurethane so
pet nail scratches can easily be sanded away and refinished
down the road. The floors were factory finished with an
ultraviolet cured aluminum oxide coating, making them
highly resistant to scratches and wear.”
In addition to thoughtful material selection and regional
sourcing (the duo even hired a local craftsman to build most
of their new maple furnishings), Damiani and Battistone
implemented some interesting energy-efficient strategies
to address a required gap between bordering houses which
could lead to potentially drastic energy loss.
“We used foam swimming noodles, cut in half, and waterbased log cabin chinking to fill and insulate the space,”
noted Damiani. This innovative strategy, along with a highefficiency HVAC system, programmable thermostat, and
compact domestic hot-water system, lowered utility bills
nearly 20 percent below the national average.
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This extraordinary space—the product of creative and
efficient design strategies—coupled with the beauty and
warmth unique to its locally sourced soft maple, totally redefines the merger of living and work environments.
For information on American Hardwoods and to view
other American hardwood case studies, visit the American
Hardwood Information Center at www.HardwoodInfo.com,
the Authoritative Resource for American Hardwoods.

www.HardwoodInfo.com

